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Book Scene - Book List 

Aurora History Museum 

15051 E Alameda Pkwy 

 Aurora, CO 80012 
 

January 12, 2019 
9:00– 10:30 AM 

 

Change your scene!  

Explore different literary genres as we travel around the Aurora/Denver area for this themed 

book club. Pick a book from the book list below or visit the Central Library Reference desk. 

This quarter, we'll be visiting the Aurora History Museum for a tour and a discussion of 

American Western literature! 

 

 

 

 

“Fools Crow” by James Welch 
White Man’s Dog grows into a hunter, warrior, and 

healer, earning the name Fools Crow as his life 

parallels the finals periods of traditional life among the 

Blackfeet, once the most powerful tribe on their part of 

the continent. Suspenseful and moving, written with an 

authenticity and integrity that give it sweeping power, 

Welch's novel is a masterful evocation of a Native 

American culture during the Old West.  
 

 

 

 

“Lonesome Dove” by Larry McMurty 
Constructed around a cattle drive--an epic journey from 

dry, hard-drinking south Texas, where a band of retired 

Texas Rangers has been living idly, to the last outpost 

and the last defiant wilderness of America. With larger-

than-life characters, sharply drawn, their rag-tag band 

encounter vestiges of the Wild West, from natural 

menaces to half-starved renegades, in a mythic 

landscape scrapped bare of the romanticized version of 

the West. 
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“Doc” by Mary Doria Russell 
 

Born to the life of a Southern gentleman, Dr. John 

Henry Holliday arrives on the Texas frontier with few 

job prospects. With his 

partner, Mária Katarina Harony, they hit the saloons of 

Dodge City where the unlikely friendship of Doc 

Holliday and a fearless lawman named Wyatt Earp 

begins. In a bold act of historical reclamation, Russell 

brings these dusty myths back to life, dismantling 

rickety legends in a deeply sympathetic, aggressively 

researched and wonderfully entertaining story. 

 

 

“The Sisters Brothers”  

by Patrick DeWitt 
Hermann Kermit Warm is going to die. The enigmatic 

and powerful man known only as the Commodore has 

ordered it, and his henchmen, Eli and Charlie Sisters, 

will make sure of it. Though Eli doesn't share his 

brother's appetite for whiskey and killing, he's never 

known anything else. On the road from Oregon City to 

Sacramento, Eli begins to question what he does for a 

living - and whom he does it for. Paying homage to the 

classic Western, DeWitt creates a weirdly comic, 

startlingly violent, and melancholy tour-de-force. 

 

 

“True Grit” by Charles Portis 
When Tom Chaney got drunk and shot Frank Ross, 

fourteen-year-old Mattie Rose Moss leaves home to 

avenge her father’s blood. Negotiating the help of one-

eyed Rooster Cogburn, a U.S. Marshal of wide repute, 

mean disposition, and deadly fast draw, they cross into 

the Indian Territory to pursue the despicable outlaw. 

Cool, straight, and unflinching, "True Grit” is an 

American classic through and through. 

 

 

“Under a Painted Sky” by Stacey Lee 
A young adult adventure, and a heart-wrenching tale of 

survival. Two young girls flee to the unknown frontier, 

disguising themselves as men as they traverse the 

Oregon Trail, heading toward the California gold rush, 

their path crossing a band of cowboys that turn into 

unexpected allies. A story about perseverance and trust 

that will restore your faith in the power of friendship.  
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“Hombre” by Elmore Leonard 
John Russell has been raised as an Apache. Now he's 

on his way to live as a white man. But when the 

stagecoach passengers learn who he is, they want 

nothing to do with him -- until outlaws ride down on 

them and they must rely on Russell's guns and his 

ability to lead them out of the desert.  Written with 

efficient and effortless prose, Leonard’s “Hombre” is a 

classic Western with a twist of mystery.    

 

 

“Deadwood” by Pete Dexter 
Wild Bill Hickcock, drunk and half blind from syphilis 

approaches Deadwood with a premonition: he will die 

here. Accompanied by his best friend Charles Utter, 

they combine with the dozen gold- or whiskey-dazed 

settlers of the Black Hills’ town weeks before Wild 

Bill's death by assassination and, a few months 

later, the town's razing by arson. Rumor put straight, 

Dexter presents a carefully researched knitting of 

events in a darkly twisted and dazzling fabric. 

 

 

“Little Big Man” by Thomas Berger 
Raised among the Cheyenne, Crabb somehow finds 

himself witnessing the major events of the American 

West, from hunting buffalo to near-extinction, tangling 

with Wyatt Earp, cheating Wild Bill Hickok, to 

fighting at the Battle of Little Bighorn. Berger captures 

the atmosphere of a vanished era with balanced 

precision and cynical humor. 

 

 

 

“Butcher’s Crossing” by John Williams 
Will Andrews, fired up by Emerson to seek “an 

original relation to nature,” drops out of Harvard and 

heads west. He washes up in Butcher’s Crossing, a 

small Kansas town on the outskirts of nowhere, full of 

restless men looking for ways to make money, and 

ways to waste it. Convinced to join a buffalo hunting 

expedition, Andrews strikes out on a grueling journey 

into the depths of the Rocky Mountains, returning next 

spring to Butcher’s Crossing irremediably changed. 
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“God's Country” by Percival Everett 
Curt Marder, a white cowboy whose wife, Sadie, has 

been kidnapped —presumably by Indians -  decides to 

hire a black trader to guide him through the Wild West, 

hoping to find Sadie. The relationship between boss 

and former slave is reversed as Curt turns out to be an 

immoral simpleton, and Bubba a genuine hero, in an 

anti-western that moves from hyperbole to 

understatement, and uses parody and stereotypes to 

achieve a devastating comedy. 

 

“The Assassination of Jesse James by 

the Coward Robert Ford” 

 by Ron Hansen 
Jesse James was a fabled outlaw, cutting a bloody 

swath through parts of the Midwest and the 

South, capturing the imagination and admiration of a 

nation hungry for antiheroes. Robert Ford was a young 

upstart torn between dedicated worship and murderous 

jealousy. The powerful, strange, and unforgettable 

story of their interweaving paths—and twin destinies 

that would collide in betrayal—is a story of America in 

all her rough, conflicted glory, elevated by Hansen’s 

impeccable prose and his eye for historical details 

 

“The Big Sky” by A.B. Gutherie Jr. 
Stunningly descriptive, Guthrie’s first epic American 

Western is a classic portrait of America’s vast frontier; 

when trappers, traders, and Native Americans had the 

Far West to themselves, steamboats were plying the 

Missouri River, and American settlers were eyeing the 

Oregon Trail.  Boone Caudill, barely seventeen, flees 

his abusive father, and inspired by tales from his Uncle 

Zeb, a mountain man, flees West.  

 
 

 


